Director’s Note

all ready to plunge into the life of the Center with renewed commitment to scholarly work

and social activism regarding issues and goals of importance. Work pertaining to gender
and sexuality, and an engaged stance vis-a-vis topics pertinent to feminism, gay and lesbian studies,
and all of the wide range of subjects, whether historical, literary, cinematic, social, political, or other,
which emerge from a gendered approach, will as always give direction and shape to our work at the
Center, particularly at this time when all American citizens are giving their attention to policies and na-
tional directions that will determine our future, as well as that of people all around the globe. Those
proposed policies and directions are often directly relevant to the issue of how we live our lives as men
and women with sexual preferences and attitudes toward individual, familial, and collective gendered
identity that cannot be more significant at this juncture in history.

Welcome back to everyone! As we move into this election year autumn, here at CGS we are

This will be my third and final year as Director of CGS, and | am looking forward to it with special en-
thusiasm, hopeful that the many colleagues and students whom | have gotten to know and with whom |
have worked over the last two years will continue to be involved. | have also reached out to colleagues
and students who have not been involved in the past, and my further hope is that some of these
“newcomers” will lend their talents and energies to the Center over the coming year. If you have pro-
posals for activities, or would like to be involved in some of our current planning, please contact mel

The fall schedule includes our Welcome Back Reception, which we will again host with the Center for
the Study of Race, Politics, and Culture. The reception, with good food and drink, will take place at the
house on October 13 from 4:30-6 pm, and you are all most cordially invited to attend. We will hold
our annual Dinner for CGS Resource Faculty, on Thursday, October 7 at 6 pm. This will be a great
occasion for all of us to reconnect in casual surroundings, and we will also have the chance to hear
about the findings of the Provost’'s Committee on the Status of Women and the Family at the University
of Chicago. This Committee, on which | serve, will continue to meet during the current year, and to con-
sider important questions such as childcare, the mentoring of junior faculty, issues of fairness in the assig-
nation of duties, and other topics pertinent to women and families here on campus.

We have decided to move our Distinguished Faculty Lecture to the Fall quarter, and we are ex-
tremely pleased that Professor Amy Hollywood has agreed to deliver it. Amy is on the faculty of the
Divinity School, and she does work regarding women and religion of real interest not only to specialists
of her field but to all of us. Her lecture will take place on Wednesday, November 17 at 5 pm and is
entitled Feminist Fundamentalism. Please mark your calendars now.

We are working on the planning of the second part of our Generations of Feminism conference, the first
part of which took place last February to an audience of over 500 attendees. In our second part, to be
held later this academic year, we will seek to concentrate on literal generations; that is, on the proc-
esses of physical aging, and the medical technologies that are being developed to deal with diseases
such as AIDS and breast cancer, as well as the medical “miracles” of Viagra and hormone replacement.
With Engineering the Life Cycle: Gender, Sexuality, and Aging in the 21st Century, we hope to in-
volve colleagues and students from the Biological Sciences, as well as those from the Humanities and the
Social Sciences, and we are looking forward to a stimulating day of discussion, debate, and sharing on

(Continued on page 4)

Faculty News and New Publications

Leora Auslander (History) has several pieces in the works: “Beyond Words: The eloquence of things,” Ameri-
can Historical Review, forthcoming February or April 2005. “Regeneration through the Everyday? Furniture
in Revolutionary Paris,” in a special issue of Art History (vol. 28:1, Spring 2005), ed. Katie Scott Submitted
October 17, 2003. “Coming Home? Jews in Postwar Paris,” solicited for a special issue of the Journal of
Contemporary History on the “PostwarHome,” forthcoming January 2005, “Resisting Context: The Spiritual
Objects of Tobi Kahn,” in Objects of the Spirit: Ritual and the Art of Tobi Kahn, ed. Emily Bilski (NewYork:
Avoda/Hudson Hills, 2004) pp. 71-78.

Lauren Berlant (English) has contributed to Compassion: the Culture and Politics of an Emotion (Routledge,
2004). This contains an Intro by Berlant and essays by Candace Vogler (Philosophy) and Debbie Nelson
(English).

George Chauncey (History) is on leave this year as a Fellow at the Cullman Center for Scholars and Writers
at the New York Public Library, where he is completing The Strange Career of the Closet: Gay Culture, Con-
sciousness, and Politics from the Second World War to the Gay Liberation Era. In September he published
Why Marriage? The History Shaping Today's Debate over Gay Equality (Basic).

Melissa Harris-Lacewell's (Political Science) Barbershops, Bibles, and BET: Everyday Talk and Black Political
Thought (Princeton 2004) was released this spring. Her Op-Ed appeared in the Chicago Tribune on Blacks at
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Full Program Info @ http://humanities.uchicago.edu/orgs/cgs
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